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Ports-to-Plains History
❑The Ports-To-Plains Corridor, also known as National Highway System High Priority 
Corridor 38, is a highway corridor between the United States Mexico border at Laredo, 
Texas and Denver, Colorado. It is the southern third of the Ports-to-Plains Alliance.  

❑The Ports-To-Plains Corridor starts in South Texas and traverses through Texas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and ends in Denver, Colorado. This includes the leg to 
Midland/Odessa.

❑The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA 1991) made the 
Ports-to-Plains Corridor National Highway System High Priority Corridor 38 in 1998. 
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Ports-to-Plains History 
❑A principal reason for evaluating transportation improvement 
needs in the Ports to Plains corridor was related to the 
implementation of the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) in 1994, which created a free trade zone between the US, 
Mexico and Canada. 

❑This treaty dramatically increased the volume and value of trade 
between these North American countries, with the majority of 
Mexico trade passing through the Texas ports of entry. 

(Executive Summary Ports to Plains Feasibility Study, Wilber Smith & Associates, 2001)
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Ports to Plains Trade Alliance
P O R T S  T O  P L A I N S  C O R R I D O R

H E A R T L A N D  E X P R E S S W A Y

T H E O D O R E  R O O S E V E L T  E X P R E S S W A Y
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Ports-to-Plains History
❑ In 2004, the Departments of Transportation from Colorado, Texas, New Mexico, and 
Oklahoma developed a Corridor Development and Management Plan (CDMP) for the 
Ports to Plains Corridor. 

❑The CDMP outlined a series of priorities and steps to improve the corridor and served 
as an essential tool for securing federal funding for corridor development. 

❑The main improvement considered increasing the corridor from two-lanes to four-
lanes
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2004 Ports to Plains 
CDMP Project 
Recommendations
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Ports-to-Plains in New Mexico
❑The Ports to Plains Corridor in New Mexico was improved from 2 
lanes to 4 lanes under Governor Richardson’s GRIP program.

❑The State issued bonds to complete the estimated $138 million 
upgrade to 4 lane standards. 

❑New Mexico’s 4 lane upgrade on the P2P Corridor was completed 
by 2012
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New Mexico GRIP 
Projects 2000-2008
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Ports-to-Plains in Texas
❑The entire Ports to Plains Corridor is on the Texas Highway Trunk 
System. 

❑The Texas Highway Trunk System is a 10,500-mile planned rural 
network of 4-lane divided highways that both includes and 
complements the Interstate system. 
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Ports-to-Plains in Texas
Texas funding history shows the impact of oil and gas severance, and sales tax on 
transportation

❑2004 to 2008 statewide corridor funding averaged $140 million per year statewide

❑2008 to 2015 Basically no funding for statewide corridors 

❑2014 and 2015 Prop 1 and Prop 7 passed (Oil and Gas Severance, Sales)

❑2016 $60 million per year programmed for statewide corridor development

❑2017 $1.2 Billion per year programmed for statewide corridor development

❑2023 $1.8 Billion per year programmed for statewide corridor development
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Ports-to-Plains in the last five years
❑In 2018 TxDOT completed the Texas Freight Mobility Plan. The stated 
purpose is: “provides the state with a blueprint for facilitating continued 
economic growth through a comprehensive, multimodal strategy for addressing 
freight transportation needs and moving goods efficiently and safely throughout 
the state. 

❑The I-27 Extension – from Lubbock to Laredo was identified as one of two 
Strategic Projects. 

❑It was also recommended that TxDOT complete a more detailed study of 
the extension to determine whether an incremental improvement approach or a 
complete interstate facility approach would meet safety and mobility needs.
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Ports-to-Plains in the last five years
 

❑In June 2019, Governor Greg Abbott signed Texas House Bill 1079 introduced 
by Senator Charles Perry and Representative Four Price which directed 
TxDOT to conduct a comprehensive study of the Ports-to-Plains Corridor. 

❑The study evaluated the feasibility of, and the costs and logistical matters 
associated with, improvements that create a four-lane divided highway which 
meets interstate highway standards to the extent possible.

❑This study detailed improvements to extend Interstate 27 both north and south 
which included the Ports-to-Plains Corridor north of Amarillo to the Texas-
Oklahoma border, to the Texas-New Mexico border, and south of Lubbock to 
Laredo.
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Economic Impact and Return on Investment
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Ports-to-Plains in the last five years
 

❑In June 2021, Eastern Plains Council of Governments along with 
NMDOT completed for New Mexico a Ports to Plains Corridor Impact 
Study.
❑ Interstate upgrades showed positive impacts on agriculture, tourism, and 

energy.

❑ Interstate upgrades would create over 10,000 construction related jobs

❑ Interstate upgrades would create over 20,000 indirect jobs by 2040

❑ The study projected an accident reduction between 17% and 63%.
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Ports-to-Plains this last year 
US Designates the P2P Corridor as part of the Interstate Highway 
System 

(LUBBOCK, TX) – The designation of future Interstate became official on 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 as President Biden signed into law the 
appropriation bill. 

The designation recognizes the Ports-to-Plains Corridor from Laredo, 
Texas to Raton, New Mexico as an addition to the Interstate Highway 
System. This includes the leg to Midland/Odessa.
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Future Interstate Highway

• In 2022, the TEXAS and 
NEW MEXICO portions 
of the Ports-to-Plains 
Corridor were designated 
by Congress as a Future 
Interstate Highway.
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Interstate 
Numbering 
Considerations

Patterned the numbering 
after the IH 35 corridor.

Federal bill is currently 
introduced to use the 
East, West and North 
designations on the 
divergent routes.
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Infrastructure Funding in New Mexico
❑NMDOT FY 2024 Executive Recommendation Summary

❑ 80500 Department of Transportation $ 1.183 billion (-2.8% FY 2023)

❑P562 Project Design & Construction $ 763.3 million (-1.4% FY 2023)

❑P563 Highway Operations  $ 295.0 million (-7.2% FY 2023)

❑P564 Program Support  $ 48.9 million (-2.0% FY 2023)

❑P565 Modal    $ 76.5 million ( 0.1% FY 2023)
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Infrastructure Funding in New Mexico
❑Existing Infrastructure Funding Sources for New Mexico

❑ State Motor Fuel Tax

❑ Federal Motor Fuel Tax (Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act)

❑ Leased Vehicle and Other

❑ Highway Bonds 
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Infrastructure Funding in New Mexico
❑Potential Infrastructure Funding Sources for New Mexico

❑ State Match of Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)

❑ Highway Bonds

❑ Oil and Gas Severance Tax  (Early Childhood Trust Fund)

❑ Annual Fee on Electric Vehicles ($200 annually in Texas)

❑ SIB and TIFIA Loans (Federal Regional Infrastructure Accelerator Program)
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Questions!

Ports-to-Plains is a grassroots alliance of over 200 communities and businesses, 
including alliance partners Heartland Expressway and Theodore Roosevelt 

Expressway, whose mission is to advocate for a robust international 
transportation infrastructure to promote economic security and prosperity 

throughout North America's energy and agricultural heartland including Mexico 
to Canada. 

Additional information on the Ports-to-Plains Alliance is available at 
http://www.portstoplains.com/
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